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year’s newsletter, I am reminded

of just how special our school is.
We continue to serve a very special
population of students in an equally
special way. There are only a few
schools in southeastern Wisconsin
that do what we do.
Our staff does an amazing job of
delivering quality educational op-
portunities for our students all year
long. We are always looking for that
next, new breakthrough. We have
new students joining us in August
and still others on our waiting list.

In preparing my thoughts for this

The students and staff of St. Coletta Day School of Milwaukee

BIGGER AND STRONGER
TH A N E V ER By WiLLiAM A. KOEHN

Our parents are helpful, engaged
and willing to do whatever is
necessary to assure that their child
is receiving the best care at home
and in the community so they

can continue to do their best at
school. I was pleased to hear how
many of our students are involved
in summer camps and recreation
programs throughout the summer
months.

Our board of directors does a phe-
nomenal job of keeping their focus
on the future of the school by
demonstrating good fiscal control
and constantly looking for oppor-
tunities to strengthen our visibility
in the community.

And then there are all of YOU! If
you're reading this newsletter, it is
probably because you have been

a faithful supporter of St. Coletta
Day School. That support comes

continued on page 2
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BIGGER AND STRONGER
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in the form of donations, volunteer
efforts and prayers. You continue to
be among our best advertisers and
together we are living our mission.

Something that all of these entities
have in common is a commitment
to the school and a desire to share
our vision. Talk about sustainable
energy! All of these are pieces to a
very large puzzle called St. Coletta
Day School. Thank you for your
past and continued support. You
energize me in SO many ways. l

Covrrrascopr 2013
1SaVe i

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 12
6:00 - 9:30 P.M.

Milwaukee Youth
Arts Center
325 West Walnut Street
Downtown Milwaukee

Watch your mail for details on our
annual art auction. If you would like to
volunteer to help with the event, please
call Bill at (414) 453-1850 or email at
info@scdsmke.org.

Left to right: Chris, Seamus, Daniel, Matthew, and
Pablo are getting their artwork ready for
ColettaScope.

Thank You

From the Bottom of my Heart

By AMY SHAMBARGER

want to thank St. Coletta Day

School, and especially Room
101, for welcoming me into your
inspiring community this spring.
Two years ago I took a leap of faith
and left a career in law to pursue a
life-long dream to teach. The five
months I spent as a student teacher
working alongside Mr. Bill and
Ms. Rachel have helped me com-
plete my transformation to special
education —=
teacher
and learn
from
the best
possible
mentors
and role
models.

St. Coletta
is a truly
special
place. I
felt the
posi-

tive and

on exciting learning adventures that
always exceeded my expectations:
student-led cooking demonstra-
tions; Issue Fair; book reports; field
trips to the Urban Ecology Center,
City Hall, the Food Pantry and the
Milwaukee Public Museum; and
much more.

What I will remember most about
my experience will be the joy

creative
energy of the
students and staff from the mo-
ment I stepped inside. Every day
I experienced a respectful and
empowering atmosphere with a
challenging curriculum that cre-
ated a learning environment like
no other. Together we embarked

Sarah discussing her project to a St. Sebastian 8th grader at the Issues Fair.

and determination I saw in each
student, and the compassionate
professionalism of the entire staff
at SCDS. You all set the bar for
special education in Southeastern
Wisconsin. I am so thankful to
have been a part of your amazing
community! m

o provide an academic and social, functional curriculum to meet the needs of stu-
dents with special needs that will prepare them to realize their full learning potential
and become producive and contributing citizens.



ST. COLETTA NEWS

SUMMER 2013 3

By PATTY HIGGINS

St. Coletta Day School is partner-
ing with an on-line fundraiser,
Market Day. Market Day offers
conveniently packaged, top qual-
ity products that are guaranteed
100%. Getting involved to help
support the students is easy when
you go on-line to www.Marketday.
com. Follow the prompts to see the
products listed, open an account
and place an order. Be sure to read
about special offers, payment op-
tions, recipes and more.

Once your order has been submit-
ted you will receive a confirmation
number. You will also be sent an
email as a reminder of your order
and pick-up information.

Your orders will be delivered to
the St. Sebastian School cafeteria.
Our scheduled delivery is the first
Thursday of each month. We will
be starting September 5. Unload-
ing is from 2-3:00 PM, order pick-
up 3-5:00 PM. If you have time to
share we will need four volunteers
each month to unload and sort the
orders on the delivery day.

If you have any questions contact
the St. Coletta Day School Market
Day co-chairs, Jen Sveda at jdsve-
da@juno.com or 258-2734 or Patty
Higgins at higgins_ mum@yahoo.
com or 258-9536.

St. Coletta Day School receives a
percentage of all the sales for this
minimal effort opportunity. Thank
you for supporting the students of
St. Coletta Day School. ®

We Are One.

We Are Family.

By RACHEL LusTIiG

As Church begins, Savanna pro-
claims, “Hey Rach, your son
Jack” Quietly I whisper, “Yes Sa-
vanna, that is my son Jack. He sings
in the choir, that is his way of being
a part of the service” We celebrate
the fellowship of mass with our St.
Sebastian family every Wednesday
from 8:15-9:15 a.m. During that
hour we are not two schools, but
one community coming together

to work on improving our sense of
social welfare.

The focus is on
believing in the
concepts: Respect,
Responsibility,
Kindness, Hon-
esty, and Peace-
keeping. The
mass is a Catholic |
mass, in which all

are welcome. St.
Coletta is a non-religious school,
however, due to our close partner-
ship with St. Sebastian, mass has
been a long-standing tradition. Our
students have long had their own
role in participating in Mass. This
has included: reading petitions, car-
rying up the gifts, playing instru-
ments in the processional, serving
mass, and singing loud for all to
hear. Again Savanna announces

to the whole assembly, “Hey Rach,
your daughter Lily” As Savanna
waves and points to Lily singing as
a cantor, I smile and put my fin-

ger to my mouth making a quiet

motion. It is during this time that I
think about how lucky I am to work
at St. Coletta and how fortunate
that I am to be a part of this large
extended family. Frequently, St.
Sebastian staff and students re-
mark how much they enjoy that St.
Coletta students attend mass. We
are acknowledged by everyone for
being such good role models living
the shared “covenant.”

As the mass continues, I think

how proud I

am of all our

students. It is

such a wonder-

ful community

"W Vto live in and

grow. I love see-

ing how happy

our students

. are when they
Wsee their friends

Rachel (left), Savanna (right) from St. Sebastian. This unique

relationship has been growing for
over 50 years. Eleven of our fami-
lies have a sibling or cousin that
attend St. Sebastian. Several of our
Students attend academic classes
at St. Sebastian, with one student
attending half of his classes at each
school.

As mass ends each student is smil-
ing from the joy of being part of
this community.

I am smiling, thinking I cannot
wait to see what the future holds for
both schools and one large happy
family. m
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Pictures.

Above: Daniel
inspecting
lichen on the
tree during an

Urban Ecol-
ogy Field Trip.
- Left: Oscar
Right: The became a
cast of our Police Officer
Christmas for the day
Play. during High
Bottom: Interest Day.
Chris present- -
ing his rat,
snowflake, on
Pet day.

Above: LaTonjana learning
to pay for her purchases at a
student operated snack shop.
Left: Zach at his job washing
dishes in the school cafeteria

Left: James cleaning up Wash-
ington Park during our annual
service project. Right: Room 1
making thieir best ballet pose
after seeing the Milwaukee
Ballet’s Performance of “Swan
Lake”
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Thanks a Million

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following individuals
and companies for their financial and in-kind support:

Abbott Laboratories

AJ Bombers

Aliotos

Alverno College
Anonymous donors
ArtLine, Ltd.

Carrie & Dave Ausloos
Balistreri’s Bluemound Inn
Bar Louie

Barbiere’s Italian Inn
Bartolotta Restaurant
Group

Beans & Barley

Joanne Benes

Cara Bidwell

Birdie’s Cafe

Maggie Blaha

Blue’s Egg & Maxie’s
Southern Comfort

Scott Bova

Bresler-Eitel

Brocach Irish Pub

Buca di Beppo Italian
Restaurant

Buck Bradley’s Saloon &
Eatery

Sheila Buechel

Buffalo Wild Wings
Therese & Mark Burazin
Spiro Burgner

Mike Burzynski

Café Hollander

Café Perrin

Thomas Cassidy
Casstillo’s Restaurant
Cataro’s Italian Villa
Christ Child Society
Circus World Museum
Foundation

Marie & Craig Collins
Combined Federal Cam-
paign

Gretta Comiskey
Colonel Hart

Comet Café

Cooper’s Hawk Winery
Cosmos Cafe

County Clare Irish Guest
House

Dave & Busters

Anne Deleo & Patrick
Curley

DeRosa Restaurant Group
Nancy & James DeVita
Divine Savior/Holy Angels
H.S.

Carol Echols

Kathleen Endrizzi
Frances Fabian

Patrick Farrell

Carole Faught

Carol & Joseph Faust
FedEx Smartpost

Karl Feuerpfeil

Pat Foley

The Framing Gallery
Pat Frost

Felicia Frye

Gallery 1

Barbara & Thomas Gay
Christine Geisel

Gilles Frozen Custard
Jane Glaser

Mary Gosa

Mike Goss

Grava Gallery

Thom Gravelle

Shirl Greeb
Greenwood Park Gallery
& Framing

The Great Frame Up-
Mequon

The Great Frame Up-
Whitefish Bay

Annie Hahn

Margo Haig

Fr. Chuck Hanel
Barbara & Dave Hansen
Baiba Hartman
Hector’s A Mexican
Restaurant

Chris & Jerry Helding
Jackie & Joe Herington
Highland House
Historic Milwaukee
Paul & Kathleen Hohl
Honeypie

Hospitality Democracy
Group

Industri Café

The Irish Pub

Joan Jacobson
Jimmy’s Island Grill &
Iguana Bar

John’s Sandwich Shop
Bettye Johnson

S.C. Johnson Co.

Dan Jones

Diane Kachelmeier
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred-
Kaczkowski

Karl Ratzsch’s

Judi & Jim Kearney
Kelly’s Bleachers

Pat & Jack Kelly

Tom Kertscher
Knights of Columbus
Councils:

-Leo J. Brust
-ImmaculateConception
-Pope John XXIII
-Pere Marquette

-Our Lady of Guadalupe
-St. Leonard

-Trinity

Dolores Knoernschild
Herb Kohl Chari-
ties, Inc.

Maureen & Dale
Kostelnik

Jean & Henry Kranen-
donk

Shila & Joe Kuenzli
Landmarks Gallery
Larkspur Galleries
LeadDog Marketing

Group, Inc.

Robin Leenhouts

Leff’s Lucky Town
Marion Leisering
Marcella Lemberger
Bridget & Ray Lewellyn
Priscilla Lietz

Barb & Chuck Lund
Mader’s

Manders Framing- Service
Marquette University H.S.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Martin
Mark Maurice

McBob’s Pub & Grill
McGinn’s

Pat McMenamin

Mekong Café

Meritage

Ruth Ann Messer

Louise & Jeff Meyer

Pat & Carl Mielke

Laurel Mikolajczyk
Miller-Coors

Milwaukee Kickers

Dan Mitchell

Milwaukee Food Tours
Milwaukee Moulding and
Frame Corp.

Molly Cool’s Seafood
Tavern

John A. & Evelyn Mo-
nahan Memorial Trust
Nessun Dorma

Next Act Theatre
Nicholas Family Founda-
tion

“PJ” & Sam Nishi
Noodles & Company
Adriana & Pablo Nunez
O’Brien’s Irish American
Pub

Sue & Bill Ognacevic

Sue Olson

Trudi Opad, Jemmco LLC
Oscar’s Pub & Grill
Outback Steakhouse
Outpost Natural Food
Coop

PE. Chang’s China Bistro
Robert Pavlik

Picture Perfect

Perry Affordable Framing
Katie & Joe Plachinski
Marie & Charles Poehl-
mann

Estate Alliance for Charity
(REACH)

Reilly, Penner & Benton,
LLP

Jeffrey Remsik, Bottom
Line Marketing & Public
Relations

Ricardo’s Riverfront Piz-
zeria

Diane & Dave Roidt
Jeffrey Ruidl

Sadler Gallery

Diane Sager

Sartori Foods

Joan & James Schwai
Kay Schwieger

Silver Spur Texas Smoke-
house BBQ

Penny Simmons

Dan Sisel

Skyline Catering Express
Norm & Mary Smaglik
Sobelman’s Pub & Grill
South Shore Gallery
Sprecher Brewing Co.
Stackd

Mr. & Mrs. Charles

Stein

Lena Stephenson

Julie Stich

St. Sebastian Community
John Stocking

Todd Strehlow

SWAG Promotions
Gabriel & Joan Szekely
TCBY

Peg Tagliavia

Target Take Charge of
Education

Tartan Designs Framing
Service

The Teeny-Teeny Band
Tenuta’s Italian Restaurant
Ann Terwilliger

Sandi & Ron Tunis

Tutto

United Way Donor Choice
Urban Ecology Center
Victor’s Cocktail Lounge
& Restaurant

Visual Image Photography
Margaret & Russell Vogt
Mrs. Eugene Wabiszewski
Linda Walker

Kate Weishaar

Marina & Dick Wellen-
stein

Whole Foods Market
The Wicked Hop
Margaret Wiemer
Wildlife Art by Schmidty
Ruth Winkelmann

Yo Mama

Marie & Geof-

frey Zeidler

Marge Zeidler

Mary Zimmermann

Memorial Donations:
Frank Kiefer Estate
Kristin & Gerald Koch-
man

Diane & Richard Kramer
Yvonne & Richard
Landwehr

Debra & Carl Maglio
Carol & Ralph Mirs-
berger

Martha Mittelstaedt
Cathy & David Mohr
Caroline & Harry Par-
rott

Plachinski Family
April & Jeff Truman

Lois Wagner
Monica & Fred Zittel

In Honor of:
Sandi Tunis

April Berends

Drew Bunting

Cynthia & James Friauf
Michelle Puzin Mooney
Eleanor & Harry
Moseley

Guest Artists:
Anita Burgermeister
Kelly Caufield
Heather Eiden
Corinne Gonyer
Thom Gravelle
Bill Koehn
Brianna Kutz
Rachel Lustig
Darrell Payne
Leah Plachinski
Jamie Schroeter
Kathy Walter

St. Coletta Day School received a donation to honor the
passing of Bethany’s grandfather. We will be honoring him
by adding to our school technology. The school welcomes
donations made as memorials and honorariums. Thank
you to the Plachinski Family!

Sally Post
Preserva-

WHERE OUR FUNDING COMES FROM

tion Fram-
ing
Rainbow
Book Sellers
William
Radler
Stephen &
Sam Ragatz
Mrs. Virgin-
ia Rahoy
Real

Annual
Campaign: 2%

Foundations: 16%

Special Events: 13%

REVENUE

Tuition: 59%

\

All Other Donations: 10%

Fundraising: 0.8%

Supplies: 2.2%

EXPENSES

Salaries/Tax/Insurance: 85.3%

Classroom/
Utilities: 2.1%

Other: 9.6%
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Every day, students at St. Coletta Day
School of Milwaukee discover their
unique abilities by being challenged
to achieve their best in a safe environ-
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ment of respect.

Please help support
St. Coletta Day School.

Asian Amer 1%

Hispanic Amer 18%
\ Caucasian 38%

|

|

Other 14%

African Amer 29%

CLASS MOTTO

t. Colletta Day School of Milwaukee

admits students of any race, color,
national and ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available
to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in adminis-
tration of its educational policies,
admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs, and athletic and other
school-administered programs.

Today is a new day.

Today | will try to get along
with everyone.

Today | will try to follow the rules.
Today | will try to do my best.

Today I will try to make
better choices.

Charitable matching funds?

Does your employer or company par-
ticipate in a matching funds program?
St. Coletta Day School has been the
recipient of matching fund programs
from a number of organizations and
businesses. Ask if your company can
do the same. It’s a great way to make
your donation

9<.COL€C¢§
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A New Standard of
Education

For Students with
Cognitive Disabilities
» Ages 8 to 18

« Full Academic, Social/
Functional Program

If anyone you know is inter-

ested in learning more about

the program, please contact
administrator/teacher Bill
Koehn at (414) 453-1850.




