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On Top
of the World

The students and teachers of St. Coletta Day School are on top of the world, or at 
least on top of the US Bank building, on one of our many field trips this year.



s’mores. As our trip ended and we all 
packed up to go home, I reflected on 
the difference of my time at Treehav-
en versus my time working at a Sum-
mer Camp.  Treehaven was a far more 
amazing experience.  All the kids who 
came wanted to be there and were 
beyond appreciative of the experi-
ence.  These weren’t kids that came 
from affluent families whose parents 
wanted them sent away.  These were 

our students, used to buses 
and streetlamps who had 
an experience that they will 
remember fondly forever.

When we arrived back at 
school, we quickly dispersed 
back to our waiting families.  
All of our students were elat-
ed and could not stop talk-
ing about the trip.  The next 
week of school we commis-
erated that we were back in 
Milwaukee, not enjoying the 

wonders of the wilderness or the 
fabulous food served up there.  Even 
weeks later, we were still discussing 
it, not only of how great it was but 
how wonderful it was that our school, 
The Urban Ecology Center, everyone 
at Treehaven and all of the chaper-
ones on the trip made it amazing.
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By Ms. Hauf

Our Journey to Treehaven
Right on the return of the Po-

lar Vortex, close to the end of 
February, our school began 

possibly our biggest adventure yet.  
Earlier in the year, Ms. Tory Bahe, one 
of the teachers at the Urban Ecology 
Center, put us on a ballot to give us 
a chance at the opportunity of a life-
time, the rest of the UEC staff voted 
unanimously in our favor!  St Coletta 
School was going to get the chance 
to go to Treehaven in Toma-
hawk, Wisconsin, a place 
where most of our children 
would never dream of going 
to.  Treehaven is an organi-
zation run through the Uni-
versity of Steven’s Point that 
helps students and others in 
the community learn more 
about our environment and 
to help those seeking degrees 
in environmental fields.

The day of the trip final-
ly dawned; it was the begin-
ning of another round of the Po-
lar Vortex.  Needless to say, the 
people of SCDS were probably the 
only people glad to have the win-
try chill; we were about to enjoy 
three days worth of fun in the snow.   

During our trip, we had many great 
opportunities.  Riding to and from 
“Up North” in a Coach Bus made 
for exciting transportation.  Our stu-
dents were able to build shelters in 
the snow, feed wild birds out of their 

hands, snowshoe, cross country ski 
and snow tube.  Yet, even with all 
of these and other great winter ac-
tivities, the most memorable experi-
ence for our kids was the wolf call.

One night, after dinner, we went on 
a night hike to the edge of an ice-
capped lake.  The way was extremely 
dark and most of our kids enjoyed the 
fun of being both scared by the dark 

and excited about the atmosphere 
of adventure.  When everyone had 
arrived at the lake, we stopped and 
listened.  One of the teachers at Tree-
haven had gone a little ways ahead to 
make a wolf call, the sound through 
the trees was amazing.  When no wolf 
answered his call, each of the stu-
dents (and adults) got a turn to call.  
The disappointment of not hearing 
any wolves return our calls was soon 
alleviated with the help of a bon-
fire, complete with camp songs and 

We will forever be in gratitude to 
the staff of Treehaven and the Ur-
ban Ecology Center, for this once in 
a lifetime opportunity.

Mr. Bill and Alondra enjoying tubing with the help from Treehaven staff. 



Savanna, left, and Madison, right, are creating art 
that will be auctioned off at this year’s Colettascope 

on Saturday November 1st.

ColettaScope 2014

Saturday,
November 1st
6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Watch your mail for details on our 
annual art auction. If you would 
like to volunteer to help with the 
event, please call Bill at (414) 453-
1850 or email at info@scdsmke.org.
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Looking Ahead
By Bill Koehn

I LOVE summer!  I get to do all 
sorts of fun stuff like work in my 
garden and go for bike rides. But 

what really gets me excited is thinking 
about all the new and fun things we’ll 
be doing at school in the fall.  Just at 
the end of this school year, our new 
iPads arrived!  I can’t wait to start us-
ing them in school and watch how 
excited the kids will be.  Some of our 
students already have iPads and have 
been using them in 
school.  They are so 
interested and en-
gaged in learning, 
that it’s hard to get 
them to put away 
their tablets.  In 
the fall of 2014, all 
of our students will 
have access to a tab-
let!  That’s exciting!

Another program that I am look-
ing forward to is our new associa-
tion with Mount Mary University.  St. 
Coletta Day School and St. Sebastian 
School will be host to Mount Mary 
students who are studying to become 
Occupational Therapists.  As a host 
site, we will offer the opportunity for 
our students to receive OT services.  
This is a new venture for all of us and 
we are very excited to be a part of it.

We have another connection with 

Mount Mary that I am happy to tell you 
about.  Mount Mary University will be 
hosting “ColettaScope” this year on 
Saturday, November 1.  “ColettaScope” 
is becoming so popular that we needed 
to find a different location to hold the 
event.  There will be ample parking for 
all of our guests!  Watch for your invi-
tation in the mail and email.  We think 
that Mount Mary University will be a 
great place to hold our auction and in-
troduce even more people to the won-

derful student 
artists we have.

We continue to 
have a great re-
lationship with 
Alverno Col-
lege for art edu-
cation and art 
therapy students 

to share their 
talents with us.  Our Urban Ecology 
Center partnership at their Washing-
ton Park location is one of our favorite 
programs to participate in.  Be sure to 
check out the article in this newslet-
ter, which describes our awesome trip 
to Treehaven courtesy of our friends 
at the UEC.  And we are looking for-
ward to another year of service at the 
Interchange Food Pantry.  All of these 
programs enhance our students’ op-
portunities to be the best they can be!

A new school year is just around the cor-

{ }save THE
DATE

We love admiring art at the Milwaukee Art Museum, as 
much as we love creating our masterpieces.

NEW
location!

Mount Mary 
University

2900 N Menomonee River Pkwy
Milwaukee, WI

Lots of FREE Parking and Cash Bar
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ner and I am excited for all of the possi-
bilities that are waiting for our students, 
parents, staff and board of directors.

A New Opportunity

As we continue to look toward the fu-
ture and develop our long-range stra-
tegic plan, we are fortunate to become 
a partner school with PAVE (Partners 
Advancing Values in Education).  Their 
mission is to offer assistance to schools 

such as ours to help provide the best 
resources and exceptional board gov-
ernance.  Our school has formed a 
team consisting of board members, 
parents and staff to work cooperatively 
with the staff from PAVE to develop 
goals and strategies that will keep the 
school moving in a forward direction.

To provide an academic and social, 
functional curriculum to meet the 
needs of students with special needs 
that will prepare them to realize their 
full learning potential and become 
producive and contributing citizens.

SCDS Mission Statement

Looking Ahead, continued 
from page 3

Left to right: Madison, Capri, Ms. Hauf, and La 
Tonja’na danced the night away at our Prom this 

year and enjoyed our night in “Hollywood”!

Getting To Know Me
By Umenia White

This year, in order to promote 
self-awareness and advocacy, 
we decided to have a Disabil-

ity Awareness Fair instead of an Issues 
Fair.  In preparation for the fair, our 
students were assigned to disability 
awareness groups. Each group utilized 
iPads to conduct research, complete 

presentation forms, and design self-
advocacy posters. Upon completion of 
the projects students presented their 
project to Saint Sebastian’s 6th and 8th 
grade Religion Classes and parents.

Everyone benefited tremendously. 
Our students were able to learn more 
about their challenges and share ways 
that others can contribute to their 
success. Saint Sebastian students were 
able to ask long awaited questions, 

participate in simulated disability ac-
tivities, receive accurate answers with 
reference to students with disabili-
ties, and appropriate ways to interact 
with students with disabilities.   Par-
ents had an opportunity support 
their son/daughter amazing efforts.
Sister KD and her students provided 

positive reviews about student oral 
presentation skills, mastery of con-
tent, and neatness of presentation 
boards and posters. It was also sug-
gested that we schedule the Disability 
Awareness Fair, annually, at the begin-
ning of the school year. We are taking 
this suggestion into consideration. 

Our sincere thanks to our supportive 
parents, Sr. KD, and the 6th and 8th 
grade students for their awesome letters.

Pictured right: St. 
Coletta student, Cu-
vee. St. Coletta Day 
School is dedicated 
to providing students 
with special needs, 
an education with 
integrity since 1956.

 “I have to accept, and embrace my unique 
qualities and characteristics in order to define 
and move towards my success.”  
     -Anonymous
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International Visitors

Last April our great school was 
visited by a group of education 

administrators from the National 
Curriculum Division of the Min-
istry of Education and Science of 
the Republic of Georgia. They were 
invited to the United States under 
the auspices of the Department of 
State’s International Visitor Lead-
ership Program to learn about the 
trends and challenges in special 
education in elementary and sec-
ondary education and the role of 
nongovernmental organizations 
in providing educational opportu-
nities to people with disabilities.

Leading the group was Ms. Mariam 
Chikobava, Head of the National 
Curriculum Division, who was ac-
companied by Ms. Ekaterine Dge-
buadze, Head of the Inclusive Edu-
cation Development Division, Ms. 
Ekaterine Lejava, Deputy Head of 
the National Curriculum Depart-
ment, Ms. Tamar Zhghenti, Senior 
Specialist in the Inclusive Educa-
tion Development Division, and 
Ms. Ana Zurabashvili, member of a 
multidisciplinary team that is work-
ing in special education reforms in 
Georgia. The group had two inter-
preters, Ms. Marika Lomtatidze 
and Ms. Nana Zhvania, to facili-
tate the communication in English.

The same day they were at WI 
FACETS to learn more about the 
organization and talk with some 
parent leaders about their experi-
ences with their children and the 
American educational system. At 
the end of the discussion, I realized 
that all the comments about the 
wonderful students they had met 
in the morning were directed at no 
others than our great kids. Since 
they did not know that my daugh-
ter Isabel was a student at St Coletta 
their admiration for the school and 
its extraordinary students was not 
a social courtesy but authentic ap-
preciation of all the hard work of 
the teachers, students, and parents.

By Maria Nogueron

Pictured above from left to right: LaTonja’na, Franny, and Jakobe. This year we 
received an amazing opportunity to travel to Treehaven in Tomahawk, Wis-
consin. The staff and students spent 3 days and 2 nights away from their fami-
lies and the city, communing with nature and learning in a outdoor classroom.

Today is a new day.
Today I will try to get along with 

everyone.
Today I will try to follow the 

rules.
Today I will try to do my best.
Today I will try to make better 

choices.

Class Motto



6St. Coletta News Summer 2014

St. Coletta Day School of Milwaukee admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, pro-
grams, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, 
and athletic and other school-administered programs.

Pictured left to 
right: Ms. White, 
Ms. Hauf, Oscar, 

Chris, Mr. Bill, Ca-
pri, Zachary, James, 

and Ms. Rachel. 

Five of our 
friends are 
moving on 

and we wish 
them a bright 
future full of 

good choices. 
We are sad to 
see them go, 
however we 
are excited 

to welcome 
new students 
to the St. Co-
letta Family.

A little bit about us...

Demographics

Caucasian
38%

African American
29%

His-
panic 
Amer
18%

Other
14%

Asian
Amer

1%

Tuition
59%

All
Other
Dona-
tions
10%

Special 
Events

13%
Foundations

16%

Annual
Cam-
paign

2%

Salaries, Tax, Insurance
85.3%

Classroom/
Utilities

2.1%

Fundraising
0.8%

Supplies
2.2%

Other
9.6%

Revenue Expenses
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With sincere grattitude!
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following individuals  
and companies for their financial and in-kind support:

Adventure Rock
AJ Bombers
Aliotos
Marc Anderson & Tim 
Gagliano
Nancy Anderson
Anonymous donors 
Artist & Display
ArtLine, Ltd.
Aurora Health Care 
Carrie & Dave Ausloos
Dan Austin
Balistreri’s Bluemound Inn
Judy Ballard
Bar Louie
Barbiere’s Italian Inn
Tom Barrett
Bartolotta Restaurant Group
Theresa & Fred Barnes
BBj Linen
Berghammer Construction 
Foundation
Cara Bidwell
Birdie’s Cafe
Maggie Blaha
Arlene Bontly
Bosley on Brady
Scott Bova
Box Tops for Education
Anne Breitenbach
Brennan’s Market
Bresler-Eitel 
Catherine Bresser
Jim Buchanan
Buck Bradley’s Saloon & 
Eatery
Sheila Buechel
Buffalo Wild Wings
Bunzel’s Meat Market
Therese & Mark Burazin 
Spiro Burgner
Café Corazon
Café Perrin
Canopies
Caradaro Club
Cataro’s Italian Villa
Catholic Financial Life
Cayen Systems, LLC
Christ Child Society
Circus World Museum 
Foundation
Mary Ann Clermont
Clinicare Corporation
Colectivo Coffee
Colonel Hart
Combined Federal Campaign 
Cooper’s Hawk Winery
Cosmos Cafe
County Clare Irish Guest 
House
Crazy Water
Shelly & Jim Culea
Dave & Busters
Anne Deleo & Patrick Curley
DeRosa Restaurant Group
Diane & Tim Ebenveiter
John Eisenhauer
Kathleen Endrizzi
Patricia & Thomas Engel

Frances Fabian
Patrick Farrell
Fattoni’s
Carole & Dale Faught
Carol & Joseph Faust
FedEx Smartpost 
The Framing Gallery
Fred Astaire
Fred’s Drive In
Gallery 1
Christine Geisel 
Gilles Frozen Custard
GoodSearch 
Dr. Robin Gorman, DDS
Mary Gosa 
Mike Goss
Mary & jim Grafwallner
Thom Gravelle 
Shirl Greeb
The Great Frame Up– 
Mequon 
The Great Frame Up– 
Whitefish Bay
Jacqueline Haessly
Annie Hahn
Margo Haig
Linda Harrigan
Harry’s Bar & Grill
Baiba Hartmann
Jan & Denis Hauf
Lynn & Donald Hauser
Nancy & Dennis Heltemes
Hetor’s A Mexican Restaurant
Chris & Jerry Helding
Patty Higgins
Highland House
Historic Milwaukee
Stacy Hocking
Hong Anh Palace
Hot Heads
Industri Café
Joan Jacobson
Kathleen Jelinek
Torin Jewell
Jimmy’s Island Grill & 
Iguana Bar
Bettye Johnson
S.C. Johnson Co.
Dan Jones 
Jose’s Blue Sombrero
Juniper 61
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Kaczkowski
Judith Kampe
Karl Ratzsch’s
Evelyn Kealey
Judi & Jim Kearney
Kelly’s Bleachers
Joan Kelly & Terry Miller
Pat & Jack Kelly
Kimberly Clark Foundation
The Knick
Knights of Columbus 
Councils: 
•   Leo  J.  Brust 
    Cardinal Stritch
•   Immaculate Conception 
•   Pere  Marquette 
•   Our Lady of Guadalupe 

•   Trinity 
Dolores Knoernschild
William J. Koehn
Kohl’s Cares for Kids
Herb Kohl Charities, Inc.
Komisar Brady & Co.
Shila & Joe Kuenzli 
Lisa Kuriatnyk
La Fuente
Annie & Peter Lakatos
Larry’s Brown Deer Deli
Landmarks Gallery, Inc.
Larkspur Galleries
Lasertag Adventure
Robin Leenhouts 
Leff ’s Lucky Town
Marcella Lemberger 
Bridget & Ray Lewellyn
Barb & Chuck Lund
Rachel Lustig
Mary Lutzow
Mader’s
Manders Framing Service
Market Day
Joan & Charles Martin
Rita McCauley
Ann Meehan
Mekong Café
Tiffany Meredith
Meritage
Ruth Ann Messer 
Laurel Mikolajczyk 
Milwaukee Brewers Baseball 
Club
Milwaukee Food Tours
Milwaukee Moulding and 
Frame Corp. 
Milwaukee Sail Loft
Molly Cool’s Seafood 
Tavern
John A. & Evelyn Monahan 
-Memorial Trust
Vince Morano
Katherine Nelson
Nessun Dorma
Nicholas Family Foundation
“PJ” & Sam Nishi
Nistler Law Office
Noodles & Company
North Avenue Grill
North Shore Bistro
Anne Novotny
Adriana & Pablo Nunez
Sue & Bill Ognacevic
Olive Garden
Trudi Opad, Jemmco LLC
Oscar’s Pub & Grill
Ginny & Bob Pauly
Susie & Charlie Persch
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro 
Marie & Charles Poehlmann
Nicloe & Alex Polley
Sally Post
Preservation Framing
Carrie & John Pruhs
Roger & Jamil Pumphrey
Rainbow Book Sellers
William Radler 

Stephen & Sam Ragatz
Real Estate Alliance for 
Charity (REACH)
Red Lobster
Reilly, Penner & Benton, LLP
Jeffrey Remsik, Bottom 
Line Marketing & Public 
Relations 
Sandy Richards
River Club of Mequon
Doreen & Joseph Robak
Nancy Roddy
Diane & Dave Roidt
Sadler Gallery 
Diane Sager
Patricia & LeRoy Schlitz
Jill Schmid
Ellen Schnurer-Pogliano
Katherine Schroeder
Sarah & David Schroeder
David Schulz
Joan & James Schwai 
Marie Selas
Amy & Erick Shambarger
Silver Spur Texas Smokehouse 
BBQ
Penny Simmons
Jayme & Dan Sisel
Carrie Smith 
Sobelman’s Pub & Grill
South Shore Gallery
Jen & Jim Sowinski
Spice House
Sprecher Brewing Company
Stack’d
St. Coletta Day School -Board 
of Directors
St. Coletta Day School -Parent 
Group
St. Coletta Day School- Staff
Mary Stephan
Lena & Rob Stephenson
Julie Stich
Joan Stingl
St. Sebastian Community
John Stocking
Todd Strehlow
SWAG Promotions
Target Corporation
Target Take Charge of 
Education
Tartan Designs Framing 
Service 
TGI Friday’s
The Teeny-Teeny Band
The Two for You
Ann Terwilliger
Kristin Tunis
Sandi & Ron Tunis
Tutto
United Way Donor Choice
Urban Ecology Center
Stacy Van Alstyne
Victor’s Cocktail Lounge & 
Restaurant
Visual Image Photography
Margaret & Russell Vogt
Kate Weishaar & Linda Walker
Marina & Dick Wellenstein

West End Vliet St. Business 
Association
Rebecca Whitney
The Wicked Hop
Arthur Wisth
Yo Mama
Marie & Geoffrey Zeidler
Margaret Zeidler

In Memory of Kathy Meyer
Jamie & Michael Burr
Bette & Charles Hanel
Anna & Michael Italiano
Nancy & Earl Pleasants
Elizabeth Karier & Garry Low

In Memory of Patricia 
McMenamin
Elizabeth Ahne
Thomas Brenn
Judy Hill
Catherine Jahn
Elizabeth Jung
Monica Wroblewski

In Memory of Dolores Austin
Anonymous Donors
Gwen & Daniel Armbrust
Edward Balge
Audrey Biegler
Linda Bielski
Marcie Culloden
Allen Fuhreck
Shirl Greeb
Arlene Hansen
Patricia Lampe
Barb Lund
Diane Kachelmeier
Susan Koehn
Beverly Kay Kopfmann
Margaret & Gene Krug
Shirley & Stewart Laurishke
Lois Mathis-Gleason & 
Mike Gleason
Diane & Dave Roidt
Diane Rutherford
Delia Schowalter
Julie Stich
Kathie & Kurt VonAllmen
Mary & Tom Walker

In Memory of Betty Biemann
Irene Adam
Joy and Ron Adams
Steve and Judy Ballard 
Arlene Bontly 
Mr and Mrs Bunzel
Lucille Burkard
George and Mary Carian
Christopher Conrad 
Mark and Jennie Ehermann
Amy and Andy Farrell
Pat and Jackie and Family 
Finn
Frances and Robert Bennett 
Fontanazza
Ken and Debbie Freck 
Joan Geiger
Sue Goeden 
David and Kerry Grosse
Mike and Karen Guino
Paul and Carol Haas
David and Paula Hoffmann
Louise Jaeckels

Tom and Amy Johnson
Jim and Juanita Jones
Jerry and Betty Jung
Judith Kampe
Ken and Anne Keefer
Bill Klewitz
Mary Klukus
Kathy Kobelsky
Harold and Family Koller
Marion Koller
Mary Koller
Steve and Maggie Koller 
Nancy Komp
Bambi and David Boivin 
Korchunoff
Dale and Maureen Kostelnik
Joan Kozisek
John and Pamela Kratzer
Mary Jo Kreuser
Dave Leannah
Peter and Betty Lovinus
Mary Ellen  Lukezich
Linda Maigatter
Tom and Lori Maurice
Gary and Ann Meseck
Pat Mielke
Dick Moritz
Mike and Jan Niemczyk
Ed and Mary Nohr
Michele Nordhagen
Susan and Darren Olson
Bob and Ginney Haas Pauly 
Frank and Ursula Pazera
Andrea Phelps
George and Joanne and 
Family Phillips
Judy and Rich Phillips 
Shirley Prom
Sheri Rick
Gordan and Vivian Rise
Geraldine Rogge
Carol and Charles Rudolph
Leah Rusnak
Mike Ryan
Dianne Saeger
Sara Sandman
Mr and Mrs Sazama
Lori Schey
Jim and Betty Schiller 
Jean Schlidt
Pete Schneider
Bert and Nina Schulz
John and Leah Sealey
Marie Selas
Mike, Joan and Family 
Stingl 
Russell and Margaret Vogt
Peggy Ward 
Maria Zanoni
Lauren Zarder
Jean Zavis
Jill Zodrow

Guest Artists:
Gretchen Biemann
Denis Hauf
Rebecca Hauf
Patty Higgins
Bill Koehn
Nina Koenig
Rachel Lustig 
Casey Madden
Gene Steffes
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A New Standard of 
Education

For Students with 
Cognitive Disabilities

• Ages 8 to 18
•  Full Academic, Social/

Functional Program

If anyone you know is inter-
ested in learning more about 
the program, please contact 
administrator/teacher Bill 
Koehn at (414) 453-1850.

Every day, students at St. Coletta Day 

School of Milwaukee discover their 

unique abilities by being challenged to 

achieve their best in a safe environment 

of respect.

  P l e a s e  h e l p  s u p p o r t  
St. Coletta Day School.

Charitable matching funds?
Does your employer or company partici-

pate in a matching funds program?  

St. Coletta Day School has been the 

recipient of matching fund programs 

from a number of organizations and 

businesses. Ask if your company can do 

the same. It’s a great way to make your 

donation

Join us

for ColettaScope!

Saturday,
November 1st, 2014

6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Mount Mary 
University

{
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