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Savor  Th e  Mom e n t
By William A. Koehn

Throughout the school year, I 
have many Ah-Ha moments.  
Some of them are small and 

some of them are monumental, and 
all of them are significant.  Without 
them, it would be a very dull day.
Our school days are anything but 
dull.  From the moment the stu-
dents arrive they are excited to find 
out what we are doing that day.  “Is 
this the day we go to the Urban 
Ecology Center?”  “Are we going 
to the Food Pantry today?”  “ Do 
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The students and staff of St. Coletta Day School of Milwaukee

we have Piano Arts today?”  Our 
curriculum extends beyond the 
reading and math to include a lot of 
special activities that make our days 
special.  And that is what makes 
our students WANT to come to 
school.
Our staff makes all that magic 
happen.  We may be cooking Corn 
Pudding today to accompany a 
lesson we studied about Early 
America.  Maybe we’re working 
on our “resumes” so that when the 
time comes we can put all of our 

work experiences down on paper 
and take a look to see just how busy 
we’ve been and how hard we’ve 
worked.
And it’s not just the staff members 
at our school that are helping our 
students learn.  The staff members 
at our host school, St. Sebastian, 
have a big part in the learning that 
takes place.  More than ever before, 
we have students who get to experi-
ence the learning environment with 
their St. Sebastian friends.  This 
year alone, some of our
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students experienced classes in 
math, social studies, music, religion 
and physical education.  Thanks to 
all of those teachers who help our 
students be the best that they can 
be.
Any way you look at it, we are busy, 
productive and learning.  Always 
learning.

There were several opportuni-
ties for our students to stretch 

their music imaginations.  The 
students in Room 101 attended 
three concerts with the Milwau-
kee Symphony Orchestra while 
the students in Room 1 attended 
the ballet “Cinderella” through 
the kindness of a generous donor.  
That same donor sponsored the 
Piano Arts Program in our school 
for the second year in a row.  This 
allowed all of our students and 
some students from St. Sebastian 
School to enjoy a bit of music edu-
cation while learning about some 
classical and contemporary music 
styles.  The workshops ended with 
a piano concert in the church in 
May.

By Amy Shambarger

On a trip to the Interchange 
Food Pantry at Village 

Church, we had a conversation with 
our MCTS bus driver who had re-
ally positive comments about our 
students.  It turned out that Tara, 
the driver, wanted to volunteer to 
do a project with our students.  She 
came to the school on two differ-
ent occasions and produced a “Me 
Book”, one with each classroom.  
Each student created a page that 
reflected 
his or her 
personal-
ity and 
thoughts. 
Tara of-
fers this 
oppor-
tunity 
through 
her 
“Diverse 
Minds, 
Inc.” an 
endeavor 
that she 
started because she wanted to give 
back to the community that was so 
good to her when she was growing 
up.  Thanks Tara!
By the way, volunteering at the 
Food Pantry is still one of the most 
rewarding challenges that our 
students experience.  It’s a way for 
them to give back to their com-
munity just as Tara does.  It sure 
reinforces some of our Covenant 
virtues of responsibility and kind-
ness.  Every time we volunteer, we 
fill 100 bags, or more, of groceries 
for people in need.

Many guest artists throughout 
the school year facilitated 

the art that was created for this 
year’s ColettaScope.  The results are 
amazing and there are some beauti-
ful and unique works of art that will 
be displayed on November 14 at 
Mount Mary University.
We wouldn’t be able to present 
ColettaScope if it wasn’t for our tal-

ented 
guest 
artists 
and 
fram-
ers.  
They 
inspire 
our 
stu-
dents 
to be 
cre-
ative 

and 
sponta-

neous as they consider how their 
artwork is going to look.
We are extremely grateful to Artist 
& Display for a generous donation 
of art supplies and materials that 
will keep our students busy and 
actively creating beautiful one-of-
kind works of art for a long time.  
After decades of being in business, 
Artist & Display closed their store 
and we were fortunate to receive 
a huge gift of supplies.  Artist & 
Display has been a wonderful sup-
porter of ColettaScope throughout 
the years.  Thank you Nora and the 
staff at Artist & Display.

By Amy Shambarger

By Amy Shambarger

More Learning Beyond the 
Classroom

The Art of 
Making Art

The students worked so hard on creating this beautiful quilt. 
Come see it in color at this year’s ColettaScope!



ColettaScope 2015

Saturday,
November 14th

6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Watch your mail for details on our 
annual art auction. If you would 
like to volunteer to help with the 
event, please call Bill at (414) 453-
1850 or email at info@scdsmke.org.
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By Bill Koehn{ }save THE
DATE

Mount Mary 
University

2900 N Menomonee River Pkwy
Milwaukee, WI

Lots of FREE Parking and Cash Bar

Pictured above, Autumn is having fun experiment-
ing with colors and tie dye.

All of us learn something new 
every day.  Whether it’s in your 

job or something new that’s hap-
pening with your family or friends, 
there is always something that we 
take away as a new experience.  
That’s what learning should be.  
And for many of us, it just happens.
In our school community, we are 
always learning. Certainly we learn 

from our parents and teachers and 
also from the many individuals 
with whom we interact.  We are for-
tunate to have many partnerships 
to help us learn.  This year we had 
four amazing high school students 
who spent some time at our school.  
In January, Rebecca and Nicole 
from Divine Savior/Holy Angels 

H.S. studied and learned with our 
students and staff through their 
Vocare program.  In March Mitch-
ell and Jonathan joined us from 
Marquette University H.S. through 
their Shared Life project.  Our 
students always enjoy these weeks 
when they are able to meet new 
friends.
Mount Mary University students in 
the Occupational Therapy program 

visited for student assessments and 
then signed on for clinical work 
with some of our students.  Alverno 
College continues to send students 
in their Art Therapy or Art Educa-
tion programs to our school for 
some practical application of their 
skills.  For the second time we also 
hosted an Alverno student in the 
field of Music Therapy.  We are 
grateful for the continued oppor-
tunities that present themselves 
through these institutions of higher 
learning.  It’s great to be your    
partner!

Partnerships

Pictured right: St. Coletta student 
Zach is getting help with an art 
project from Marquette University 
High School Student, Patrick.

Pictured below: Darius and 
Marquette University High School 
student, Josh are having a discus-
sion about artistic point of view.
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To provide an academic and social, 
functional curriculum to meet the 
needs of students with special needs 
that will prepare them to realize their 
full learning potential and become 
producive and contributing citizens.

SCDS Mission Statement

Today is a new day.
Today I will try to get along with 

everyone.
Today I will try to follow the 

rules.
Today I will try to do my best.
Today I will try to make better 

choices.

Class Motto

Comments From the Board of Directors

As I begin my ninth (and final) 
year on the Board of Direc-

tors, I’m more excited than ever 
before about the future for St 
Coletta Day School.  Our role as 
Directors is to think critically about 
what the future may hold in store 
and provide vision for a staff that’s 
often times unable to reflect on 
tomorrow because they’re too busy 
focusing on the crisis in front of 
them.  Over the past year, the staff 
and board have worked together to 
create a framework for long-term 
organizational sustainability.  

The math at St Coletta Day School 
is simple, right now it costs $9,500 
annually per student to provide the 
educational experience families 
have depended on and admired for 
decades.  Private pay tuition covers 
56% of that $9,500 per child while 
choice funding covers between 
76% and 83% of the $9,500 per 
child.  Now consider that the cost 
of $9,500 is artificially low because 
occupancy costs are heavily subsi-
dized by St Sebastian, staff salaries 
are near the bottom of what’s con-
sidered acceptable in the industry 
and the school’s Director (Bill) 
serves the role of both teacher and 

administrator essentially eliminat-
ing the need for an additional (but 
necessary) staff member.  

Today, enrollment in the elementa-
ry and secondary classrooms is lim-
ited by two things: 1) we can’t find 
a third classroom space at St Sebas-
tian and 2) the subsidy required to 
staff an additional classroom full of 
children is sizable enough that long 
term the organization would not 
be viable with such a burden.  We 
believe that we could find space to 
grow the program if it were finan-
cially feasible to do so, but before 
tackling the space issue our board 
has focused over the past year on 
finding ways to leverage the exist-
ing strengths at St Coletta Day 
School to generate a predictable 
source of funds that can be used to 
help offset the subsidy required to 
educate more children.  We rec-
ognize that philanthropic efforts 
will continue to be important, but 
we believe that a truly sustainable 
organization will be able to support 
itself while philanthropy provides 
an opportunity for growth and new 
projects that the core program(s) 
would not otherwise allow for.  

I’m sure many of you heard about 
the PILOT summer program that 
was developed over the ‘14-’15 
school year with a launch planned 
for this summer.  This was our first 
attempt at a program that could 
generate net new revenue by draw-
ing upon the strengths and resourc-
es already at our school’s disposal.  
We were all very excited to roll it 

out and watch this wildly successful 
program explode with popularity.  
The only problem was that we had 
zero families sign up their children.  
This was a good lesson learned by 
the board, but rest assured that we 
are more determined than ever 
to listen more intently to poten-
tial customers and re-invent the 
concept with a focus on creating a 
vehicle that will, together with the 
core program, provide long term 
sustainability for St Coletta Day 
School.  

Thank you to all of you parents for 
trusting this Board of Directors, 
we’re honored to be serving such an 
amazing school and are excited for 
what the future holds.

By Dan Sisel



Environmental 
Education at It’s Best

 “We went on the island and a goose snapped at me!  There 
was a nest with 4 eggs in it and the island seemed to be moving!”

    -Perryon W. on canoeing
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By Maria Nogueron

A day at the Urban Ecology Center is like no other 
day at school.  Almost every three weeks or so, 

our students benefit from the expertise of the incred-
ible staff at UEC.  It’s difficult for us to fully describe 
the learning and the fun that the kids experience, so I 
thought I’d let THEM tell you instead.  Here are some 
of the highlights: 

 “Mr. Bresser, Cuvee 
and I saw a five inch turtle 
on a log.”  -Terrence W. on canoeing

“I was trying to get a good scoop of  wa-
ter ‘cause we were stuck [in the mud] and 
Ariana kept moving back and forth and 
then we were in the water!”
 -Darius N., Ariana R., and Ms. Rachel on 
canoeing

 “I caught a Rainbow Trout and the 
hook got stuck.  We ended up putting it in the 
tank because it was bleeding.”
   -Lukas B. on fishing

“I like the seesaw!”
 -Abby N. on playing at the playground

 “It was like we were flying in 
a spinning circle… we called it the 
Cyclone!”
 -Anijah R-Y. on playing at the playground

 “The slide and the swings on the playground were really fun!”
   -Emma V. on playing on the playground
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A little bit about us...

Demographics

Caucasian
38%

African American
29%

His-
panic 
Amer
18%

Other
14%

Asian
Amer

1%

Tuition
59%

All
Other
Dona-
tions
10%

Special 
Events

13%
Foundations

16%

Annual
Cam-
paign

2%

Salaries, Tax, Insurance
85.3%

Classroom/
Utilities

2.1%

Fundraising
0.8%

Supplies
2.2%

Other
9.6%

Revenue Expenses

As the parent of several students 
at Saint Coletta Day School, 

I enjoy being able to occasionally 
attend mass at Saint Sebastian with 
the class. We were very often a bit 
louder than the rest of the church, 
but the acceptance from the Saint 
Sebastian community was always 
comforting. I have always known 
how exceptionally caring so many 
of the Saint Coletta students can 
be, but one morning at mass I was 
sincerely warmed by what I saw. 
Lukas, one of our students, was 
rubbing the shoulder and back of 
another student to help him sit 
still throughout the service. It was 
done so naturally and with genuine 
empathy and kindness.  It struck 
me that what our students learn at 
Saint Coletta is so much more than 

reading and writing. Our students 
are not only learning how to func-
tion better within our community, 
but to make it a much better place. 

Isabel, left, and 
Savanna L., right, 
demonstrate what 
it means to work 
together and help 
each other out 
as Isabel learns 
how to use a knife 
while cutting 
bananas! In addi-
tion to academics 
the students of 
St. Coletta Day 
School learn 
many valuable life 
skills each day. 

Church Scene

Thank you to our teachers for 
making our students better 
human beings!

By Anne Novotny
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Our deepest thanks
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following individuals  
and companies for their financial and in-kind support:

Fr. Richard Aiken
AJ Bombers
Aliotos
John Ambrose
Anonymous donors 
MaryAnn & Gerald 
Armour
Artist & Display
ArtLine, Ltd.
Suzanne Aschoff
Kathleen Attwell
Aurora Health Care 
Balistreri’s Bluemound Inn
Bar Louie
Barbiere’s Italian Inn
Ellen & Michael Bartel
Bartolotta Restaurant 
Group
Birdie’s Cafe
Maggie Blaha
Arlene Bontly
Bosley on Brady
Scott Bova
Box Tops for Education
Bresler-Eitel 
Jim Buchanan/Maria 
Nogueron
Buck Bradley’s Saloon & 
Eatery
Sheila Buechel
Buffalo Wild Wings
Bunzel’s Meat Market
Therese & Mark Burazin
Lisa Burzinski
Café Corazon
Café Perri
Caradaro Club
Janet Carr
Cataro’s Italian Villa
Cayen Systems, LLC
Jackie Ceille
Joel Ceille
Thomas Chiapusio
Christ Child Society
Cimco
Circus World Museum 
Foundation
Mary Ann Clermont
Clinicare Corporation
Colectivo Coffee
Colonel Hart
Combined Federal Cam-
paign 
Cooper’s Hawk Winery
Albert Correa
Cosmos Cafe
County Clare Irish Guest 
House
Crazy Water
Lakisha Dahm
Dave & Busters
Anne Deleo & Patrick 
Curley
DeRosa Restaurant Group
Nancy Dewey
Carol Echols

Exceptional Events
Frances Fabian
Patrick Farrell
Fattoni’s
Carole & Dale Faught
Carol & Joseph Faust 
The Framing Gallery
Gallery 1
Thomas Gay
Christine Geisel 
Gilles Frozen Custard
Jane Glaser
Mary Gosa 
Mike Goss
Mary & Jim Grafwallner
Greater Milwaukee Foun-
dation
Shirl Greeb
The Great Frame Up– 
Mequon 
The Great Frame Up– 
Whitefish Bay
Charles Hanel
Dee Hayden
Harry’s Bar & Grill
Baiba Hartmann
Jan & Denis Hauf
Hetor’s A Mexican Res-
taurant
Chris & Jerry Helding
Patty Higgins
Highland House
Hong Anh Palace
Jemmco, LLC
Joan Jacobson
Jimmy’s Island Grill & 
Iguana Bar
Bettye Johnson
Dan Jones 
Jose’s Blue Sombrero
Juniper 61
Dorothy & Alfred Kacz-
kowski
Karl Ratzsch’s
Judi & Jim Kearney
Kelly’s Bleachers

Pat & Jack Kelly
Kimberly Clark Founda-
tion
The Knick
Knights of Columbus 
Councils: 
•   Leo  J.  Brust 
    Cardinal Stritch
•   Immaculate  Concep-
tion 
•   Pere  Marquette 
•   Our  Lady  of  Gua-
dalupe 
•   Trinity 
Dolores Knoernschild
William J. Koehn
Herb Kohl Chari-
ties, Inc.
Komisar Brady & Co.

Jean & Henry Kranendonk
Shila & Joe Kuenzli 
Lisa Kuriatnyk
La Fuente
Larry’s Brown Deer Deli
Landmarks Gallery, Inc.
Larkspur Galleries
Lasertag Adventure
Robin Leenhouts
Marion Leisering
Leff ’s Lucky Town
Marcella Lemberger 
Harry Lewis
Pricilla Lietz
Elizabeth Lovinus
Rachel Lustig
Mary Lutzow
Casey Madden
Mader’s
Manders Framing Service
Market Day
Rebecca & Nicholas 
Martin
Ann Meehan
Mekong Café
Meritage
Ruth Ann Messer 
Laurel Mikolajczyk 
Milwaukee Brewers Base-
ball Club
Milwaukee Food Tours
Milwaukee Moulding and 
Frame Corp. 
Milwaukee Sail Loft
Molly Cool’s Seafood 
Tavern
John A. & Evelyn Mo-
nahan Memorial Trust
Karen Nelson
Nicholas Family Founda-
tion
“PJ” & Sam Nishi
Noodles & Company
North Avenue Grill
North Shore Bistro
Northwestern Mutual
Julie & Tom Novotny
Olive Garden
Ruth & Richard Opad
Trudi Opad, Jemmco LLC
Oscar’s Pub & Grill
Ginny & Bob Pauly
Susie & Charlie Persch
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro 
Pompeii Women’s Club
Preservation Framing
Stephen & Sam Ragatz
Real Estate Alliance for 
Charity (REACH)
Stacy Rebholtz
Red Lobster
Nancy Reeder
River Club of Mequon
Diane & Dave Roidt
Sadler Gallery
Dan Schley

Schwab Charitable
Beverly Schwabe
Joan & James Schwai 
Marie Selas
Selzer-Ornst 
Amy & Erick Shambarger
Sandy Siira
Silver Spur Texas Smoke-
house BBQ
Steve Singleman
Sobelman’s Pub & Grill
South Shore Gallery
Sprecher Brewing Com-
pany
Stack’d
St. Coletta Day School 
Board of Directors
St. Coletta Day School 
Parent Group
St. Coletta Day School 
Staff
Lena & Rob Stephenson
St. Sebastian Community
John Stocking
Todd Strehlow
Target Take Charge of 
Education
Tartan Designs Framing 
Service 
TGI Friday’s
Ann Terwilliger
Sandi & Ron Tunis
Tutto
United Way Donor Choice
Urban Ecology Center
Lisa Vallone
Victor’s Cocktail Lounge 
& Restaurant
Dr. Charles Waisbren
Marina & Dick Wellen-
stein
The Wicked Hop
Lynn Willett
Ruth Winkelmann
Yo Mama
Margaret Zeidler
Tricia & Michael Zielinski

Memorial Donations: 
Kathie Meyer
Jeanette Cummings
John Czernicki
Cheryl Koncar
Colleen Meyer
Diane Saeger
Betty & James Schiller
Margaret & Russell Vogt
S.E. Zimmer

Memorial Donations: 
Robert Biemann
Arlene Bontly
Richard Moritz

Memorial Donations:  
Betty Biemann
Jan & Denis Hauf
Kathleen Jelinek
Macella Lemberger

In Celebration of the 
Austin/Gravelle 
Wedding:
Gwen & Daniel Armbrust
Amy & Jim Dodge
Shirley & Stewart Laur-
ishke
Diane & Dave Roidt
Julie Stitch
The Two For You
Stacy Van Alstyne
Michael Wilson
Beth & Bob Wolfley
Cassandra Woyak
Pam Wu

Guest Artists:

Catherine Bresser
Muriel Eden-Paul
Tanya Ingvoldstad-
Otero
Tai Hardie
Denis Hauf
Rebecca Hauf
Patty Higgins
Torin Jewell
Bill Koehn
Rachel Lustig 
Casey Madden
Gina Nygro
Vicki Strobel
Ann Thomas

Pictured left to right: Cuvee, Jakobe and Abby sit 
on a log and record scientific observations on the 
monthly trip the Urban Ecology Center - all made 
possible by our generous donors!
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A New Standard of 
Education

For Students with 
Cognitive Disabilities

• Ages 8 to 18
•  Full Academic, Social/

Functional Program

If anyone you know is inter-
ested in learning more about 
the program, please contact 
administrator/teacher Bill 
Koehn at (414) 453-1850.

Every day, students at St. Coletta Day 

School of Milwaukee discover their 

unique abilities by being challenged to 

achieve their best in a safe environment 

of respect.

  P l e a s e  h e l p  s u p p o r t  
St. Coletta Day School.

Charitable matching funds?
Does your employer or company partici-

pate in a matching funds program?  

St. Coletta Day School has been the 

recipient of matching fund programs 

from a number of organizations and 

businesses. Ask if your company can do 

the same. It’s a great way to make your 

donation

Join us

for ColettaScope!

Saturday,
November 14th, 2015

6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Mount Mary 
University

{
}save THEDATE


