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ROOM TO GROW by M. Bill
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Milwaukee Youth
Arts Center
325 West Walnut Street
Downtown Milwaukee

e are planning our 11th

ColettaScope as this issue
goes to press. The art has been select-
ed, the framers are working their
magic and the
location. ..
well, let me
tell you about
the new location.
We will hold ColettaScope at
the Milwaukee Youth Arts Center this
year! This amazing facility is home to
performing groups such as the Mil-
waukee Youth Symphony Orchestra,
First Stage Children's Theater, African
American Children's Theater, Dance-
works and others. It's a perfect fit for
us to be in such good company.

Plan on bringing a friend or two
to see this beautiful space in down-
town Milwaukee (there is plenty of
parking) and, at the same time, be
able to bid on one-of-a-kind,
original artworks created
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ately, when someone asks me what's

new at St. Coletta Day School, | have to
take a moment to ponder that question. Not
because there is nothing new, but because
there is so much going on!

The biggest news is
our expansion into a sec-
ond classroom. St. Sebas-
tian Parish, our partner
and host for the past 53
years has agreed to our
use of a second class-
room. This move will
allow us to better
serve our middle/high
school population and
keep our elementary
students in our current room.

That commitment to “grow” the school
also sets the wheels in motion to increase
the number of students we serve. Now, we
will be able to offer our quality education to
more students and continue that education
past the age of 17. It has long been a goal
of ours to increase the capacity of the
school. The time has finally arrived.

With that expansion, the staff, the par-
ents and the board of directors have com-
mitted themselves to higher standards of
accountability as well as increased and
improved support for our students. In a time
when some schools are reducing programs,

we continue to realize the importance of art,

music and environmental education. Our

continued partnerships with Alverno Col-

lege, Milwaukee Center for Independence
and the Urban Ecology Center make these
programs happen!

All of this, of course, comes
with a cost. Much time
and talent has already
been “spent” to make
these dreams a reality.

And there are challenges

ahead, which will require
much more time and
many more talents to con-
tinue to move us forward.

Financial support from you,

our donors, is always nec-

essary and appreciated.

And for that support we thank you.

I've said it before and will continue to
say it. We're doing something great at St.
Coletta Day School. We've been doing it for
53 years. We've been doing it with your
help. Your belief in our mission and our
goals has enabled us to accomplish some
amazing things. Or should | say, quoting one
of our students, “It's kamazing!”. I'm sure
you won't find that word in the dictionary,
but | can assure you that the definition holds
a powerful punch!

Thank you for helping us to “grow” the
school and to cultivate our youth. You are
“Kamazing”!
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hen | think of the many ways

St. Coletta’s has changed our
lives | am amazed and eternally grate-
ful. My daughter Maya maved into my
home and heart at just under 48 hours
old. She was still suffering from the
affects of being born with drugs in her
system from
her birth moth-
er. Knowing no
different and
being the
incredible child
she is, Maya
has fought
since day one.

Maya was
diagnosed with Autism (PDD-NOS spe-
cifically) at the age of three. She had
been in Birth-to-Three and then Early
Childhood classes almost her whole
life. | had to fight and beg for appropri-
ate services to try to meet the needs of
my child. What worked for others did
not work for my daughter. The “cookie-
cutter” approach did not work.

| ultimately was told by our school
district that they did not know how to
educate Maya. Home schooling was
next. While Maya was clearly able to
be educated, we were unable to provide
peers and interactions with classmates.
Then everything changed—God sent us
St. Coletta’s.

Maya began at St. Coletta’s last
fall. Bill, Maureen and Rachel have
created an environment that welcomes
each of its students at his or her level.
Every single day Maya is able to walk
into a milieu that meets her as the indi-
vidual she is. Rather than attempt to
force my child into their plans, these
three extraordinary teachers find a way
to meet their students where they are.

Those fortunate enough to attend
St. Coletta’s are taught crucial life skills
as well as how to interact with others.
As a parent | am included in every deci-
sion that affects Maya. The goals and
objectives set for her are a team effort.
For the first time in her life Maya's prog-
ress is as important to her teachers as
it is to me. | thank God every day for St.
Coletta's. Maya has finally found her
place in the school world!

HOW AND WHAT WE LEARNED THIS YEAR

t. Coletta Day School recognizes that not all students learn in the same way. Therefore,

we educate in many different ways including written, orally, tactile, project-based and/or
visually. These are a few of the opportunities we had to learn, take part in collaborative activi-
ties with St. Sebastian’s students, and investigate the world we live in:

¢ An in-depth study of the Rainforest
which included a trip to the Domes and a
walk through the Rainforest exhibit at the
Milwaukee Museum with a Docent to both
guide and educate us.

¢ Twelve half-day educational experi-
ences at the Urban Ecology Center. \We

learned about simple machines by going out-

side and using a pulley system to raise the
students from the ground. In addition, we
were made aware of how electricity works
and went to WE energies for a field trip. We
spent a great deal of time outside learning
about biodiversity in animals, wetland ecol-
ogy and nature’s jigsaw just to name a few.
¢ The Milwaukee Center for Independence
provided weekly Music Therapy to our
students.

e We all took part in a wonderful service
project that involved taking in food and
stocking shelves for the Interchange

Food Pantry once a month.

e We joined St. Sebastian’s
students for several trips to the
Milwaukee Symphony espe-
cially performed for children.

e After reading and learning
about the book, “Charlotte’s
Web,” we went to the First
Stage Theater to see a live
performance.

e We have had many guest
artists that were kind enough
to do beautiful, interesting projects with us.

¢ Yes, we even went rollerskating with
St. Sebastian’s students.

¢ \We learn about public transportation
by using it. For instance, we packed lunches
and spent the day at the Farmer’s Market
learning and sampling different foods,
flowers, and small business ideas.

¢ The year culminated with a Field Day
at Wick Field. While there we played
non-competitive games, we laughed and
laughed, and had a great lunch!!

WASHINGTON, D.C. CONNECTION TO ST. COLETTA DAY SCHOOL

n May of this year, artists from across the United States heard the story of St. Coletta Day

School. Mr. Bill was selected, as one of 32 artists across the nation, to participate in the
Power of Art workshop held at the Lab School in Washington, D.C.

The workshop is supported by the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation and is in its 16th year
of presenting the "Power of Art". The Lab School has developed a program for teaching children
with special needs through a multi-sensory, experimental curriculum focusing on teaching

through the arts.

Some of the ideas at the Lab can be applied to our program at St. Coletta Day School. “l am
excited about the possibility of exploring new ways to integrate art with our expanding curricu-
lum,” said Mr. Bill. "We have a wonderful partnership with many area artists who share their
talents and passion with our students each year. People at the workshop were amazed when |
spoke of ColettaScope and the success we continue to have in the community.”

Each workshop participant was awarded a gift certificate worth $500 toward the purchase of
art materials for the classroom. This will go a long way in supporting future ColettaScope artwork.
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We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following individuals
and companies for their financial and in-kind support:

Alinea Project Solutions, LLC

Frank Allen Gallery

Alverno College

John Ambrose

Mary Ann Armour

Anonymous donors

ArtLine, Ltd.

Helen Bader Foundation

Tom/Kris Barrett

Bokare Designer Framing

Megan Borges

Scott Bova

Bresler-Eitel

Elizabeth A. Brinn
Foundation

Marie/Michael Bub

Therese/Mark Burazin

Spiro Burgner

Chester/dillayne Ceille

Jerome Ceille

Jessica Ceille

Joel Ceille

Loretta Ceille

Monica Ceille

Centene Management
Company

The Center For Autism
Treatment Inc.

Christ Child Society

CliniCare Corporation

Combined Federal Campaign

Gretta Comiskey

Creative Framing Unlimited

Beth/Larry Crouch

Shelly Culea

George Cumming

Eileen Delaney

Anne Deleo/Patrick Curky

Arlene/Richard Doleschy

Mary Echart

Lavonne/Michael Eckert

Kevin Edwards/
Steven Singleman
Frances Fabian
Fastframe USA, Inc.
Carol/Joseph Faust
Karl Feuerpfeil
Patricia Foley
Joyce/Evertt Fox
Frame Design Gallery
The Framing Gallery
Mary Frieseke
Felicia Frye
Christine Geisel
Mary Sue/Don Gilbertson
The Gilded Edge
Frames & Gallery
Good Search
James/Pat Grafwallner
Grava Gallery
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation’s
William J. Radler Fund
The Great Frame Up—
Megquon
The Great Frame Up—
Whitefish Bay
Brian/Maggie Haddock
Geraldine/Edward
Hanrahan
Denis/Janice Hauf
Dee Hayden
Paul/Kathleen Hohl
Paula/Skip Hoffmann
Joan Jacobson
Heather Janke
Bettye Johnson
Diane Kachelmeier
Sr. Verna Kayser, OSF
Jeanne Kaster
Judi/Jim Kearney
Ramona/Harold Keizer
Linda Kenney

Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Sue/Tom Klawien
Knights of Columbus

Councils:

e LeoJ. Brust

o Cardinal Stritch

e |Immaculate Conception
e Pope John XXIII

e Pere Marquette

e Qur Lady of Guadalupe
e St. Leonard

o Trinity

Dolores Knoernschild
Kathryn Knutel
William/Sylvia Koehn
Herb Kohl Charities, Inc.
Kohl's Corporation

Sr. Gabrielle Kowalski
Jean/Henry Kranendonk
Landmarks Gallery, Inc.
Larkspur Galleries
Robin Leenhouts

Karla Lehmann
Marcella Lemberger
Dennis/Nancy Leonard
Earl Lillydahl Jr.
Rosemary Link

Carol Malmsten

Scott Malmsten/

Jackie Cellie
Manders Framing Service
Lois Marincic
Jane Marko
Pat McMenamin
Lucy Medley
Ruth Ann Messer
Pat/Carl Mielke
Laurel Mikolajczyk
Milwaukee Center for

Independence
William J. Miller

Milwaukee Moulding
and Frame Corp.
Moderne-aire llc
John A. and Evelyn
Monahan Memorial Trust
Evelyn Murphy
Judy Naimon
Nicholas Family Foundation
Northwestern Mutual
Foundation
Sue/Bill Ognacevic
Janet Olson
Olympic Wall Systems
Marilyn Ornst
Robert/Bonnie Ornst Sr.
Bob/Ginny Pauly
PAVE.
Payne & Dolan, Inc.
Picture Perfect
PieperPower
Preferred Electrical
Contractors
Publisher's Mail Service
Stephen/Sam Ragatz
Ervin/Virginia Rahoy
Jodi Reisner
Natalie/Brian Remington
Marilyn/Bill Rogers
Sam’s Club—West Allis
Betty/Jim Schiller
Joan/James Schwai
Kay Schwieger
Marie Selas
Selzer-Ornst Co.
Joseph Skotarzak
Terence Smith
South Shore Gallery
Sprinkmann Sons
Mr./Mrs. Charles Stein
St. Sebastian
Human Conerns
St. Sebastian Parish

WHERE OUR FUNDING COMES FROM

REVENUE

Tuition: 26%

Knights of
Columbus: 5%
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Annual /

Campaign: 8%

All Other Contributions: 51%

Special Events: 7%

EXPENSES

United Way/
CFC: 3%

Salaries/Tax/Insurance: 89%

P

Fundraising: 1% |

/

Supplies: 3%

Other: 2%

e SUMMER

Classroom/
Utilities: 4%

2009

THANK YOU!

Jeff Stouthamer Mary Alice Willems
Gerald/Susan Ruth Winkelman
Tannenbauml Beth/Bob Wolfley
Target® Take Charge of Marie/Geoffrey Zeidler
Education
Tartan Designs Framing Guest Artists
Service Heather Eiden
Ann Terwilliger Natalie Haefele
Joseph/Joyce Tevz Jr. Maggie Huston
United Way Donor Choice Bill Koehn
Village Church/Village Rachel Lustig
Church Arts Casey Madden
Margaret/Russell Vogt Todd Mrozinski
Colin/Dionne Wachowiak Sarah/Leah Plachinski
Helen Walther Steve Sorentino
Marina/Dick Wellenstein Marcy Weinsheim
WI Energy Corp. Foundation Kyle Zubatsky
MEMORIAL/PLANNED
GIFTS—A VALUED TRIBUTE

How can I help children with cognitive
disabilities become happy, active, and
productive members of society?

t. Coletta Day School has been the

recipient of what seems to be a grow-
ing trend in honoring and remembering loved
ones at the time of death. Many families,
and often the deceased individual, prior to
death, have chosen to request that memorial
gifts be designated to their favorite charity.
As a non-profit school, St. Coletta could truly
benefit from such benevolent generosity. We
use these gifts to provide specialized educa-
tion and community experiences to our spe-
cial needs children.

As you consider how you will disperse
your funds, please consider including St.
Coletta Day School in your Will. To bequeath
a gift to us would assist the children
immensely. You would help to bring needed
specialized education to children with cogni-
tive disabilities. Many people include organi-
zations in their Will. Naming St. Coletta Day
School in your Will is a way to make a long-
term gift that ensures continuing services
and education for children with special
needs. An attorney can help create or modify
a Will that works for you.

If you do chose to name St. Coletta Day
School in your Will, please let us know, so
we can properly thank you. For more informa-
tion about Wills or Trusts please contact your
attorney. If we can address any of your ques-
tions or concerns please contact Mr. William
A. Koehn, Administrator of St. Coletta Day
School at (414) 453-1850.
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Every day, students at St. Coletta Day
School of Milwaukee discover their unique
abilities by being challenged to achieve

their best in a safe environment of respect.

» Please help support
St. Coletta Day School.

haygwon Holland, Oscar Jiardini, Daniel Lehman,

and Kit Zeidler students at St. Coletta Day
School participated in St. Sebastian’s Mileage Club.
These bays walked and ran during both the winter/
indoor season and the spring/outdoor season. Once a
week instead of going out to recess these athletes
choose physical fitness and the mileage club. All
four students completed 5 miles during the indoor
session. Kit and Shayqwon completed 3 miles during the shorter outdoor sea-
son. Oscar completed 4 miles and Daniel completed 5 miles during the outdoor session. When
asked what their favorite part of the club was, Shaygwon said, “Walking with my St. Sebastian
friends.” Oscar replied, “Running helps me keep my body under control”. “Running fast is fun”,
Kit added. Daniel summed it all up by smiling and saying, “Being a part of the mileage club is
cool”. We all can't wait to be a part of Mileage club and run/walk with our friends next year.

MILWAUKEE WI
PERMIT NO. 1004

he St. Colletta Day School of Milwaukee MISSION STATEMENT
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A New Standard
of Education

For Students with
Cognitive Disabilities

*Ages 8to 17
e Full Academic Program

Inc. admits students of any race,

color, national and ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally
accorded or made available to students at
the school. It does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national and ethnic
origin in administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship

o provide an academic and social/

functional curriculum to meet the needs
of students with special needs that will
prepare them to realize their full learning
potential and become productive and
contributing citizens as adults.

FALL 2009 ENROLLMENT

and loan programs, and athletic and other VISIT OUR WEB SITE!

school-administered programs.

www.scdsmke.org
1.5M-809

We are currently accepting
applications for fall enrollment.
Please have anyone you know
who may be interested in learning
more about the program contact
administrator/teacher Bill Koehn
at (414) 453-1850.




