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A Journey of Discovery

T hree years ago St. Coletta Day School 
started on a journey of discovery. The 

goal was to become a fully accredited 
school. In order to accomplish that goal, sev-
eral steps needed to be taken. The first step 
was a self-study of the school and all of its 
policies and procedures. We had to ask our-
selves, how this school functions and what 
are the services we 
provide. Then we 
had to put that 
information into a 
format that some-
one not familiar 
with the school 
would be able to 
look at objectively 
and know exactly 
who we are and 
what we do.

We did it!! 
That is exactly 
what we did. 
With the help of the staff, the 
parents and the board of directors, we 
accomplished our goal.

Our mission was always the focus of our 
goal. “To provide an academic and social/
functional curriculum to meet the needs of 
students with special needs that will prepare 
them to realize their full learning potential and 
become productive and contributing citizens.”

Our vision became clearer, our purpose 
was validated and our future shined a bit 
brighter. We accomplished something that 
only a few schools choose to do voluntarily. 

The task was a large one. It was sometimes 
overwhelming and there were times when 
we thought we might not achieve our goal. 
But, we endured.

So what does being a fully accredited 
school really mean? What’s the benefit? Why 
did we begin this journey in the first place? 
Good questions. Part of the answer has to do 
with integrity. We know that there is much 

more to school 
than academic 
learning. We 
teach our stu-
dents not only 
about the value 
of a great educa-
tion but also, 
about the values 
contained in that 
education. We 
respect each 
other. We learn to 
become responsi-
ble individuals and 

to value the uniqueness of every person.
Accreditation also means that we are 

validated as a school. This opens up opportu-
nities for us to approach foundations for 
funding. Individuals and organizations like to 
attach their support to schools like ours that 
show they are accountable for what we say 
we are going to do.

We are a better school because of achiev-
ing accreditation status. The Little Engine that 
could, became the Little Engine that DID. We 
did it! And now we can celebrate it!
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Mission Statement

T o provide an academic and social/ 
functional curriculum to meet the  

needs of students with special needs that 
will prepare them to realize their full  
learning potential and become productive 
and contributing citizens.

Saturday,  
OCTOBER 27 

6:00-9:30 p.m.
Milwaukee Youth  

Arts Center 
325 West Walnut Street 
Downtown Milwaukee

W e will 
once 

again hold the 
event at the 
Milwaukee  
Youth Arts Center.

Watch your mail for details.
If you would like to volunteer to 

help with the event, please call Bill 
Koehn at (414) 453-1850.

SAVE THE  DATE for  this year's auction!

☛ �P LEASE  
MAKE A  
NOTE OF IT,  
AND WATCH FOR 
YOUR INVITATION!

coleTtascope 2012
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it's all about words

Submitted by Mr. Bill

I t’s almost 
the end of 

the school 
year and it’s 
DEAR (Drop 
Everything 
And Read) 
time in the 
classroom. 
For seven or 
more months 
of the year, 
we explain to the students what DEAR 
time is all about. Many of them “get it” 
and are busy reading their library book, 
or a magazine or a book they brought 
from home. Some of them are reading a 
book about the Titanic. It seemed to 
capture their interest, so I brought one 
of my Titanic books from home to share 
with them. They were enthralled listen-
ing to the stories of the passengers and 
looking at the amazing pictures.

Here’s my point. As I looked around 
the room on this particular day during 
this particular DEAR time, everyone 
was reading. EVERYONE! It took us a 
while to get there, but every single stu-
dent was actively engaged with their 
nose in a book. Some were reading by 
themselves, some were in small groups 
having a “book club”. Others were tak-
ing turns reading to each other. “Pop-
corn Reading” we call it!

So why am I telling you all of this? 
Our recent word of the day was Team-
work. They understood the message all 
right and were demonstrating wonder-
ful teamwork by the examples they 
were setting. What was different about 
this time is that they were doing it by 
themselves. No redirection from the 
teachers. No bickering as is sometimes 
the case. They were, as I said, actively 
engaged in the activity. They finally got 
it! What a group!

Meet the Staff

W ith a combined 27 years serving the school, our staff is a crucial element to the 
school’s success and future. They are a big part of what sets us apart. It is their 

unwavering dedication to our students and school that have made St. Coletta Day School 
of Milwaukee such a critical element in the lives of students with cognitive disabilities.

William A. Koehn  
(aka Mr. Bill),  
Administrator/Teacher
I am currently expanding my 
interest and knowledge in the 

field of special education by pursing a Mas-
ter of Science degree in Educational Admin-
istration. My students are a great inspiration 
to me. They are also a source of renewed 
energy for my spirit.

Quote to live by: To be happy, free your heart 
from hatred, free your mind from worries, 
live simply, give more, and expect less.

Rachel Lustig  
(aka Ms. Rachel),  
Paraprofessional
I am a wife and mother to four 
children who attend St. 

Sebastian, our host school. The connection 
to St. Sebastian was one of reasons why I 
was initially drawn to St. Coletta.

Quote to live by: Grow where you are planted 
and bloom into the best you, you can be.

Umenia M. White  
(aka Ms. White),  
Classroom Teacher
I have had the opportunities 
to teach grades 2-12, in self-

contained and inclusion environments, at 
both public and Choice schools. My creden-
tials include a B.A. in Mass Communication, 
Teaching Certification 6-12 LD CD obtained 
at UW-Milwaukee and a Masters degree in 
progress. I am also a member of the UW-Mil-
waukee Athletic Hall of Fame and the parent 
of a beautiful daughter, Diarra.

Jamie Schroeter  
(aka Ms. Jamie),  
Classroom Aide
I am a graduate of UW-Madi-
son’s Art History Department 

and have been working with people with dis-
abilities for over 5 years. I have a background 
in vocational rehabilitation as a job develop-
er, where I have experience initiating 
employment in the community for people 
with special needs.

To see more detail on the staff,  
visit our web site: www.scdsmke.org

Visit our NEW, 
Improved Web Site!

www.scdsmke.org

e x p e n s e s

All Other Donations: 10%  

Salaries/Tax/Insurance: 85.3%

Classroom/
Utilities: 2.1%

Supplies: 2.2%
Other: 9.6%

Fundraising: 0.8%

Special Events: 13%

Annual 
Campaign: 2%

Foundations: 16% Tuition: 59%

where our funding comes from

R e v e n u e
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We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following individuals  
and companies for their financial and in-kind support: thank you!
Abbott Laboratories
Alverno College
ANGEL Inc.
Anonymous donors 
ArtLine, Ltd.
Lori Barbeau
Mike/Ellen Bartel
Maggie Blaha
Arlene Bontly
Scott Bova
Bresler-Eitel 
Sheila Buechel
Therese/Mark Burazin 
Spiro Burgner
The Center for Autism 

Treatment Inc. 
Pat/Joel Ceille
Christ Child Society 
Combined Federal 

Campaign 
Gretta Comiskey 
Shelly Culea 
Eileen Delaney 
Anne Deleo/Patrick Curley
Kevin Edwards
Kathleen Endrizzi
Patrick Farrell
Carole Faught
FedEx Smartpost
Karl Feuerpfeil
Pat Foley
Jeffery Foulks
The Framing Gallery 
Felicia Frye
Gallery 1
Christine Geisel 
Gilles Frozen Custard
Mary Gosa 
Grava Gallery

Thom Gravelle 
The Great Frame Up–

Mequon 
The Great Frame Up–

Whitefish Bay
Shirl Greeb
Greenwood Park Gallery  

& Framing
Stephanie Harling
Paul/Kathleen Hohl 
Joan Jacobson
Bettye Johnson
Dan Jones 
Mr./Mrs. Alfred Kaczkowski
Ruth Kartes
Pat/Jack Kelly
Mary Kitzman
Knights of Columbus 

Councils:
•  Leo J. Brust 
•  Immaculate Conception 
•  Pope John XXIII 
•  Pere Marquette 
•  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
•  St. Leonard 
•  Trinity 
Dolores Knoernschild
William/Sylvia Koehn
Susan Koehn
Herb Kohl Charities, Inc. 
Kohl’s Corporation
Jean/Henry Kranendonk
Shila/Joe Kuenzli 
Landmarks Gallery, Inc.
Larkspur Galleries
Robin Leenhouts 
Marcella Lemberger 
Bridget/Ray Lewellyn
Mr./Mrs. Robert Loche
Ann Loper

Elizabeth Lovinus
Barb/Chuck Lund
Scott Malmsten/ 

Jackie Ceille
Manders Framing Service
Daniel McCarthy
Pat McMenamin 
Ruth Ann Messer 
Louise/Jeff Meyer
Laurel Mikolajczyk 
Jeannette Mintz
Mortenson Co.
Milwaukee Moulding and 

Frame Corp. 
John A. and Evelyn 

Monahan  
Memorial Trust 

Evelyn Murphy
Nicholas Family 

Foundation
“PJ”/Sam Nishi
Trudi Opad, Jemmco LLC
Robert Ornst Jr., Selzer/

Ornst 
Robert/Bonnie Ornst
Payne/Dolan, Inc.
Perry Affordable Framing
Picture Perfect 
Katie/Joe Plachinski 
Marie/Charles Poehlmann
Preservation Framing
William Radler 
Stephen/Sam Ragatz
Mrs. Virginia Rahoy
Penner/Benton Reilly
Jeffrey Remsik, Bottom 

Line Marketing & 
Public Relations 

Nancy/John Reuter
Diane/Dave Roidt

Sadler Gallery
Dan Schley
Beverly Schwabe
Joan/James Schwai 
Kay Schwieger
Marie Selas
South Shore Gallery
Barbara Stein
Julie Stich
St. Sebastian Parish
John Stocking
Todd Strehlow
Peg Tagliavia
Target® Take Charge of 

Education
Tartan Designs Framing 

Service 
Ann Terwilliger
Darlene Tully
Sandi/Ron Tunis
United Way Donor Choice
Margaret/Russell Vogt
Kyle Weatherly, Solaris, Inc.
Marina/Dick Wellenstein
Marie/Geoffrey Zeidler

Guest Artists

Anita Burgermeister
Stella DeVenuta
Natasha Flatoff
Robin Kinney
Max Lancaster
Rachel Lustig 
Darrell Payne
Katy Richter
Ginger Smith
Allie Sturomski
Nellie Worden
Megan Zeidler

Charitable matching funds?
Does your employer or company partici-
pate in a matching funds program?  
St. Coletta Day School has been the 
recipient of matching fund programs 
from a number of organizations and 
businesses. Ask if your company can do 
the same. It’s a great way to make your 
donation count twice and it also 
spreads the word about our school.

Memorial Donations

Sylvia Koehn
Dee Hayden
Dorothy Kuck
Carol Echols
Daniel Kremer Family
Maggie Blaha
Margaret Carroll
Delores Austin
Kathleen Domagalski
Diane Kachelmeier
Nancy Tawney
Chris Janusiak
Darlene Tully
Beth Wolfley
Eileen Delaney
Betty/Jim Schiller
Nancy/Dennis Heltemes
Diane/Dave Roidt
Sandy/Bob Rassel
Arlene Doleschy
Diane Sager
Joan Stingl
Joshua Merrick
Monica/John Merrick
Peggy Munson
Dorothy Warren
Steve Peters
Harald Halvorsen

Cyndy Lofy
Sheila/Joe Kuenzli
Mary Grace
Chrissie/Brian Glaszcz
Sandi/Ron Tunis
Marion Leisering
Ruth Ann Messer
Barbara/David Hansen
Nanc Vander Jagt
Claudia Bird
Kathy Kuck
Paula Hoffman
Joan Perdue
Fr. Christopher Klusman
Sharon/Bob List
Shirley/Jim Anderson
Mary Joanis
Nancy Guilbeault
Linda Maigatter
Ruth Winkelmann
Harriet Wilde
Chris/Jerry Helding
Arvilla Rank
Shirl Greeb
Rose Magestro
Linda Kenney

Ervin Rahoy
Virginia Rahoy

Richard Doleschy
Belchfire Corporation
Robert Boehler
Lisa/Thomas Breitrick
Janine/James Charron
Susan/James Clark
Teri/Rich Fistler
Richard Genthe
Lorraine Guadagni
Kim Hansen/Steve 

Borkowski
Anna Jakubovich
Lea Anne/Michael Jakus
Peter Kresh
Jera D. Lee-Resser
Theresa/Peter Lorincz
Florence/Robert 

Mciejewski
Diane/Robert Marek

Mirtalina/Zoran Markovich
Beverly/Gerald Narus
Diane/Richard Nielsen
Kerry/Daniel Riemer
Patricia/James Shaw
Diane/Cyril Schiedemeyer
Diane/Daniel 

Schiedemeyer
Terri/Ken Schiedemeyer
Virginia/Charles Schwerm
Mary Teresinski
Allen W. Walsh
United Brotherhood of 

Carpenters and Joiners 
of America, Local #1

Ursula/Clarence Volk
Georjean/Robert Zilles

Charles McCauley
Rita McCauley

a closer look

Our current student population is comprised of the following ethnicity groupings:

W e are proud to have such a 
varied population for a 

school of our size! Simply stated, 
our school enrolls students in 
grades 3 through 12. So what it is 
it that sets us apart from other 
schools?

Since we are a specialized 
school, the students are perform-
ing at various academic levels from 
pre-kindergarten to seventh grade. 

Many of our students have multiple challenges such as: Autism, Down Syndrome, Specific 
Learning Disabilities, Cognitive Disabilities and Behavioral Disabilities. In a nutshell, that’s 
what makes our school so unique. 

I have often referred to our school as a “one-room schoolhouse” model. We have many 
ages and abilities in one classroom actively learning and helping each other. The exciting news 
is that we have been operating with TWO “one-room schoolhouses” for a number of years 
now! Teaching in an environment with such a diverse population is a real challenge. We contin-
ue to build creative teaching teams who meet those challenges. We are growing and expand-
ing thanks to you, and we’re not done yet!

Asian: 1%

Hispanic/Latino: 10%
Mixed Race: 24%

Black/African American: 20%
White/Caucasian: 44%
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T he St. Colletta Day School of Milwaukee 
Inc. admits students of any race,  

color, national and ethnic origin to all rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national and ethnic  
origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship 
and loan programs, and athletic and other 
school-administered programs.

A New Standard 
of Education
For Students with 

Cognitive Disabilities

• Ages 8 to 18
• �Full Academic, Social/

Functional Program

fall 2012  
enrollment

Please have anyone you know 
who may be interested in learn-
ing more about the program con-

tact administrator/teacher Bill 
Koehn at (414) 453-1850.

Every day, students at St. Coletta Day 
School of Milwaukee discover their unique 
abilities by being challenged to achieve 
their best in a safe environment of respect.

E �P lease help support  
St. Coletta Day School.

picture this!

T ake a look at this list of framers. These small businesses are mostly 
independently owned and operated. They help us each year by donat-

ing framing for ColettaScope. If you utilize their services, please tell them 
“Thank You”. If you happen to use another framer who is not on the list, 
consider asking them if they would like to donate framing for a piece of 
your child’s artwork!

ColettaScope Framers: ArtLine Ltd.; Bresler-Eitel Gallery; Sheila 
Buechel; The Framing Gallery; Gallery 1; Grava Gallery; Great Frame Up–
Mequon; Great Frame Up–Whitefish Bay; Greenwood Park Gallery & Framing; Landmarks  
Gallery; Larkspur Gallery; Manders Framing Service; Matt’s Custom Framing (Rhinelander);  
Milwaukee Moulding & Frame; Perry Affordable Framing; Picture Perfect Inc.; Preservation 
Framing; Sadler Gallery; South Shore Gallery; and Tartan Designs Framing Service. Their time 
and talent in framing our student’s artwork is a wonderful donation.

Class-A Motto

Today is a new day.
Today I will try to get along  

with everyone.
Today I will try to follow the rules.

Today I will try to do my best.
Today I will try to make  

better choices.


